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Background (1)
⚫ Increasing in-depth analysis on China and

LAC-China socioeconomic relations: macro,
employment, trade, OFDI, infrastructure
projects, financing, GVCs, territorial impacts
of trade in GVCs, …

⚫ Increasing number of LAC, US, Chinese
academic institutions

⚫ Increasing ”acknowledgement” of relevance
of China in terms of GDP growth and global
presence, eradication of absolute poverty,
technological competition and leadership, …



Background (2)
⚫AND STILL …

⚫ Is there a CONCEPTUAL impact of China
globally and in the LAC-China relationship?

⚫ For “development theory” and specifically in
the fields of economic development “as we
teach it today”, in addition to growth,
development, international trade, industrial
organization, business … macro, meso, micro
and territorial analysis

⚫ Is China “an additional case study” in these
fields or could it fundamentally change these
concepts and academic teaching, etc.?



PROPOSALS (1)
⚫ Based on the work at Cechimex (20+ years),

Red ALC-China (10+ years) + dozens of
collaborations (LAC, China, US, EU, …)

⚫ (initial?) attempts to systematize the LAC-
China socioeconomic relationship: trade,
financing, OFDI, infrastructure, …

⚫ Empirical efforts to understand China´s
contemporary political economy and the
LAC-China relationship in the 21st century



PROPOSALS (2)

⚫China´s public sector
⚫Globalization with Chinese

characteristics since 2013

⚫New Triangular Relationships since 2017
⚫Security-shoring since 2022
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ARE THESE CONCEPTS 
RELEVANT?



https://www.redalc-china.org/monitor/



OFDI (1)

LAC: non-Chinese FDI = = 93.81% (2000-2024)



OFDI (2)



CHINESE OFDI IN MEXICO. 
RESULTS (3)



https://www.redalc-china.org/monitor/

 
 
 
 
 

MONITOR OF CHINESE INFRASTRUCTURE IN LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 2025 

June 2nd, 2025 
Enrique Dussel Peters1 

 
In its sixth annual edition of the Monitor of Chinese Infrastructure in Latin America and the 
Caribbean—hereinafter referred to as the Monitor—the analysis builds on previous annual 
editions in order to avoid repetition and address new specific topics. The Latin America and 
Caribbean Academic Network (Red ALC-China) continues to improve its review and 
registration of infrastructure projects and invites the use of the database for 2005-2024, which 
includes information for each infrastructure project by year, amount, jobs created, destination 
country in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), as well as other characteristics related 
to the ownership and geographical origin of the Chinese company that has carried out the 
respective projects2. China’s infrastructure projects in LAC have not yet been sufficiently 
examined. 
The document is divided into two sections. The first examines international and LAC issues 
relevant to understanding infrastructure projects in the region. The second analyzes in detail 
the main trends in Chinese infrastructure projects in LAC during 2005-2024, using the 
database mentioned above. 
 

1. Conceptual framework and international aspects of infrastructure projects in 
LAC 

For the Monitor, it is essential to have a clear definition of infrastructure projects that were 
actually carried out (and not just announced): “An infrastructure project is understood to be 
a service between a client and a supplier through a contract—usually the result of a bidding 
process, although the process may be by direct appointment—in which ownership belongs to 
the client” (Dussel Peters 2021:2). The definition of infrastructure projects allows for an 
explicit differentiation from outward foreign direct investment (OFDI), regardless of its 
financing. The results of the 2025 Monitor of Chinese OFDI in Latin America and the 

 
1 The document had the valuable assistance of Sheila Jacqueline Rayón Celis, Patricio Axayácatl Morales López 
and Luis Gerardo Flores Cruz. Alma Delia Sevilla Ríos coordinated these efforts. The author is solely 
responsible for the contents. 
2 The document in Spanish, Chinese and English, as well as information on each of China’s infrastructure 
projects in LAC up to 2024, are available on the LAC-China Network website: https://www.redalc-
china.org/monitor. 



For example (1):



For example (2):



For example (3):



CONCLUSIONS (1)
⚫ SO: we begin discussing “new” concepts in light of China 

and the LAC-China relationship in the 21st century?

⚫ Proposal: to explicitly integrate the concepts of
”globalization with Chinese characteristics” and 

China´s “public sector” in the analysis and 
understanding of China´s contemporary socioeconomy
and its relationship with LAC in the 21st century

⚫ Empirically and from a policy-perspective, enormous
implications for LAC

❖ Fundamental difference in China´s development
experience since “reform and opening-up”:

❖Public sector and infrastructure projects



CONCLUSIONS (2)
⚫ Conceptual implications?

⚫ A. Today, TWO different globalization proposals, 
China: Global South and infrastructure projects (based
on domestic experience since ”reform and opening-
up”). So far, few explicit discussions.

⚫ B. China´s public sector, and beyond abstract debates 
“market-planification”, ISI-EOI, ...  So far, few explicit
discussions, including the topic of “property” for
development and development theory (also based on
China´s experience)

⚫ C. And additional topics? Commodity dependence, 
core-periphery relationship, characteristics of
employment, .. LAC firms in China, macro, meso, 
micro and territorial studies …
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